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power they exerted, and the secret of their
success. Let us observe the part that Christian
training played in building their own characters
and empowering them for service. First of all
let us note the part that student leaders in each
land have played in the sphere of education
itself.

It may help us to understand the significance
of the new era of education in Asia if we picture
to ourselves the transformation of a single
student, and show what one modern educated
man can do in the life of his country. The life
which naturally stands out as typical of the higher
Christian education of Japan is that of the first
Japanese student who came to America and
returned to introduce Western learning into his
own country, Joseph Hardy Neesima.

He was born in Tokyo in 1843, of proud
Samurai parentage. His father was the writing-
master and steward of the prince of his province.
The coming of Commodore Perry in 1853, when
he was ten years old, deeply stirred his boyish
heart. The rumour of Western civilization
awakened in him an unquenchable thirst for
knowledge, and he began to study day and
night, so that he " often went to bed after cock-
crow." During his sixteenth year, while acting